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Anna Gertrude Snyder
The article was written after gertrude Snyder returned home. Author of "Grandma's Story",
Gertrude describes the birth of Anna and the commotion it caused with the natives never having
seen a White Baby.

Finally it was decided in council that the

WHlTE HAHY IN l”EHu beat thing 1o he done was te take a good
Inak at the little babw, Amoeong those who

Ircked unon Anna Gerirade with favor wae

[:ﬂ”SE[I ﬂ EI]WM“TI[IN the great chizl of the most friendly of all the

! 3 tribes therenbonls—obl Kuata. leader of the

Eakit] tribe, one of the most powerful of the
T rulerz of it wilds, who hail, fur same time,

Bakiti Tribe in Congo Free State |
Made a Great Time Over Anna
Gertrude Snyder.

- — ——— -

YOUNGSTER HELD A RECEPTION.

Interesiting Experience of Amevican
Missionaries—Curios Brought Home
to Brooklyn.

Mra., DeWiit W, Snyvder, wite of the Hev.
D, W, Savder, the missionary in charge of
the sration a: Luecbo, ip tie Kaszsai River
counry, Voage Froe Spais, Weslt  Centrad
Africa. wiho rewttrned from o LWo vears stay
with her husbamd in the land of superstition
on Thurslay, and whase illness with Congo
fever at the home of ber mother, Mrs, B i
Wood, at 2056 Stuyvesant aveade, was tobld
of in the Eagle Friday, brought with her a
very large collection of interezsting  curios
and souvenirs of hor trip aml residence in
Africa, Thiz collection conzisis ol all serls
of African native articles from the smallest

oit of a4 toy o sreat hattle gxos, spoars and . 914 Euata, Bakiti Shief,
pative clotos, weapons amd acimal skins owl T e i
relies,
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Mis Bnyvder his proseniod many of the
scuvenirs apd curios o her mother and to
her friends and in their home ths interesting
things ure lwing shown 1o ihe  incimare
friends of the family. Among the collection
of articles brought back from Arice by Mres.
Snyder is a large pusgber of plotographs of
acene: and views showijpe e characteris-
tice of the connmiry and the natives of the
seotion of country in which the Snyders lived
in carryinz on their missionary work.

Ooe of the mast interesting oxperiences of
Dr, and Mrs. Snvder during thelr stay in
Congo State ocenrred shortly after the hireh
of a ziv] baby 1o Mrs, Snyder abour ten months
ag6. The baby was the only white one over
born in that =ection of the wilds of Afviea
and a feow dars aifter the arrival of the llttle
one the native servants in tae Snyvder bouse-
hold zireulated ithe pews among their less
civilizedd and =superstitious brethren. Io a
short tine the word had gone abroad in the
Jungles apd through the small negro villages
that a strange thing had oceurred in their
country. The birth of a white baby was an
event entirely lneonsistent with their idea

of African jungle life aod thevy could not
understand if it was auw ill omen ar a bless-

ing on the several iribes, Many of the wise
old mative leads cowteonded that the litle
vigitor was surely a great and powerful god,
und they forthwith declared the arrival of
Iirtle Appa Gertrude Snyder brought to them
messages of good cheer and the blessings of
the unseen powers. Uther old natives, less
civilized apd more superstitious, took an op-
posing view and there were dars of discus-
sion And whisperings in. the woods  about
Luebn, The patives could pot agree. wheiher
guch a thing ouzbt o be allowsd or not. It
was an event without precedent and it troa-
Died their narrow fareheads to decide what
should he doae about the newcomer in their
rrifdat. )
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21d Kuata, Bakiti Chief,
A Friend of the spvediess

shown a friendly dispeeition toward tae white
men whe had invadel the country to spread
the ward of the gospe! and o tell the natives
of Christ and His sacrifiee for :he peoples
of all the worll. Thia old ehief had ofien
visited the 3Snyder hovsenold to pay his re-
spects to the white peaple, alwavs presenting
some Ssirange and intercsting curio ar rille
*0 show his good will and friendship.  Kuoarn
argucd long ir {uvor of tihe white baby. He
@ropesed that his entire tribe repair jo a

;0{1}' ta the bouse nf the Sny-lers and ask o
e allowed 10 sva the lirtle ane.  His coun-
sel prevailed an! ane day the Snviders wope
surprised 1o =e¢e in tae distance, mareiins
in their pecullar Jdizorder, n zreat 1ibe ol
blacke, undor command of old Kuzia, who
was headed {or thelr howmnn,

Mr, and Mrs, #nyder did nor know at lirst
what 1o think of 13iz show of men and womsn
in force, but nld Kuaia guiskiy rellaved thelr
anxiety hy telling of the purpeee of the
nativee 10 show 1aeir interest in the arrival
ol the baby I appearineg as a trlwe znd
agkiog the privilese of seeing rhe little one,
The request was crante)  and the Liacks
Awarmed about Me: Anzler as she prowdly
ghowed her echfl:d after tihe 1rar Amoeriesn
mother's mannsr.  The old amd voune blark
men autd womnen vied with each ather in
pralelng the baby and su-s o Jabbering and
taking on was nover heard helor in Luchn,
The result of the vishh was that the child
was at ones declarad to be a weleome visjoor
and many of 1he crealuroz susneried that tae
baby was a fetich, 11 Kuata 21 anee gati-
ercd his people and proposed a native danee
in bomor af the bBaby and the blarks then
made the woods and ~ilinge strects resound
with their loud shouts of foy and the wild
gounds of their crude musival instrumente.
It was a feast at opee and Hitle Anna Ger-
teade Spyder was the reeiplent of many
valuable presentes from nll EKuaata and his
people.
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