10/12/2020 White Baby-Congo Tribal Chiefs

Brookland Daily Eagle JUNE 02, 1901; Page 32

go back... - or - Download a pdf - or - Next Article

Snortly before their doparture from Luebo
the Snyders aobtalned o phatozrsnh of Malum-
ba NKkusa, a powerful cancisai ciiel, and his

o
MALUMEA NETSA, AN AFRICAN CANNIBAL OHIEF AND HIE WIFE

keep her at bome awmd ouf of the ways of
temptation. To prevent her from ruoning
awiy  from home this grewt heavy col-
lar isx fastened about her mneck and
for the rest of  her dave zhoe is
compelle:l o wear the bunlen, even
though itz greoat weight and v 1 cdges
boar hwer weakly body te the geound at
times and scrateh the skin {rom her neck
aml  wear away o part of her shoulders,
The missionaries made protests against this
ancient custom of the natives, and upen hoe-
Inz told that it was cruel and wrong, many
of the native men consented to abandon the
vustiony of putling collars on their wives.
Many brides of the jungles now go Lhrough
cheir honeymoon without the brand of a
suspieious husband showing avound their
neclis,

Mrs. Snwider has a number of native war
speirs and axes.  One spear is about six
feet in length and the blade is leen and
sharp, being about eighteen inches long and
twn and one-half incheg wide at the widest
part. [t tapers to a sharp point. which
waoutld  pierce through the hbody with the
slichtest effort. The spear has seen service
in hattle, apd it is known that many natives
have been killed by this particular weapon.
Ther: iz o colleetion of African walking canes,
nwtde of npative wood and having ivory tips
anid handles made of rhinoceros teeth. There
is a waod pillow the natives carry about with
them which they nlace under their heads if
they tire on their wayv through the jungles
and slecp as il their heads rested on pillows
af down wml mother goose's feathers, There
g 4 native chief's inzignia of authority and
power, consisting of a short stick, wrapped
with animal skin aud with & hippoporamus
tatl fasiened on the emd. There are welrd
inoliing mmsks wornp by the natives at thelr
fdanees, These are of heavy weod and are

painte] in the mnst fantastie colors  and
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wite. Malumba Nkusa 18 known for hun-
dieds of mlles about Luebe as one of the
most Japgerous cannoibal chiefs and manoy
hundreds of natives have been killed and
ecaten by his tribe, His warrlors are well
armed and strong men and they easily dom-
Inated the country for many miles about
thair villnge. Ouly a short time before the
puotograph of the cannibal chie?! and his
wile was teaken hls tribe had gone to war
with a neiglihoring tribe and, defeating the
latter  in battle, Malumba XNkusa's people
fortnwith proceeded to cook and eat the
boddies af eighly natives they had slaic on
the feid of batile. The tribe is feared and
few other tribee have dared pit their forces
srainsl old Malumbs Nkusa.

Among the relies and curiog brought and
zrnl 1¢ Brooklyn by the Soyders is a great
copper collar weighing twenty-four pounds,
poutided round like a grear ring, with an
orening  This collnr s Ekonown as  “tho
hride's wedding pregent.t  When & native
takes o wife he forthwith takes steps to
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curioug designs are workerd out op them by
hand. They look much more frightful ihan
the old time XNew Enpgland bolldey masks
whirh are pictured in the books for school
ehtidren. In the collection i® a number of
pirees of native eloth, haod woven and paint-
ed. It is made of the bark of trees. Dalm
iree bark is the favorice raw material of the
patives and they ean make some very fine
pHeees of goords {rom it Thoe workmanship
is really wonderful. There is a native neck-
lace of ivory balls., a curious wood piteher
whirhh a native made in imitation of the first
modern china pitcher he ever saw, which
wis faken in Africa by Mrs. Enyder; a lttle
shull cap made of tree bork patterned after
a1 silk skull ¢np shown the natives by Dr.
Snwiler, and a number of interesting articles

nn-[] wonnons Of War.
The natives wear oo heavy cthain of hrass

anklets whiclh they clank wogether n tholr
dances and marches, making a welrd sound.
These are heavy and useless, The tribes
have i =reat dance cvery new moon.
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