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cruelty. Sir Samuel Baker describes a slave raid
by Arabs as follows:
¢ On arriving at the desired locality the party
_ (slave hunters) disembark and proceed into the inte-
rior, until they arrive at the village of some negro
chief, with whom they establish an intimacy.
Charmed with his new friends, the power of whose
weapons he acknowledges, the negro chief does not
neglect the opportunity of seeking their alliance to
attack a hostile neighbor. Marching throughout
the night, guided by thair negro hosts, they bivouac
 within an hour’s march of the unsuspecting village
. doomed to an attack about half an hour before the
break of day. The time arrives, and quietly sur-
roudding the village while its occupants are still
. sleeping, they fire the grass huts in all directions,
and pour volleys of musketry through the flaming
‘thatches. Panic-stricken, the unfortunate victims
rush from their burning dwellings, and the men are
" shot down like pheasants in a battue; while the
~women and children, bewildered in the danger and
confusion, are kidnapped and secured. They are
then fastened together, the former secured in an in-
strument called a ‘‘shiba,” made of a forked pole,
the neck of the prisoners fitting into the fork se-
cured by a cross-piece lashed behind, while the
wrists brought together in front of the body are tied
to the pole. The children are then fastened by
~ their necks with a rope attached to the women, and
thus form a living chain, in which order they are
- marched to headquarters in company with the cap-
. tured herds.” The most of the men are killed in
their attempt to defend their homes and families.
- The women and children are made slaves. You can
readily imagine what a price in blood is paid for
* each slave.”
. Let me quote from one or two more authors,
- o open your eyes to what is going onin Afri-
ca. ‘And which thing is spreading even ‘to this
' -part of the country, and threatens to be a serious
- drawback to missionary work, and a menace to the
 life and property of the missionaries, un/ess a stop is
- put to the nefarious trade in human beings, and the
, Arab taught to behave himself. Personally, we
would like to see the United States the possessor of
- the Congo Free State.
& But to resume, Cardinal Lavigerie is quoted as
saying of the slaves captured: “They march all day ;
' at night when they stop to rest, a few handfuls of
~raw sorgho are distributed among the captors, This
“is all their food. Next morning they must start
| again. But after a day or two the fatigue, the suf-
fenng and privations have weakenened a gieat
 many. The women and the aged are the first to

 halt. Then, in order to strike terror into this miser-

" able mass of human beings, their conductors, armed
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by about one million people. . . .
. The slave traders admit that they have only 2,300
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with a wooden bar to economize powder. approach
those who seem to be the most exhausted, and deal
them a terrible blow on the nape of the neck. The
unfortunate victims utter a cry, and fall to the
ground in the convulsions of death. The terrified
troop immediately resumes its march. Terror has
imbued even the weakest with new strength. Each
time some one breaks. down the same horrible

.scene is repeated. . . . ilke

The traffickers in human ﬂesh have acqnlred by ex-
perience, a knowledge of how much their victims
can endure. A glance shows them who will soon
sink from weariness; then to economize the scanty
food which they distribute, they pass behind the
wretched beings and fell them with a single blow.
Their corpses remain where they fail, when they
are not suspended on the branches of the neighboring
trees.”

Another quotatlon, this time from Stanley’s work :
<« We discovered that this horde of banditti—for in
reality and without disguise they were nothing else
—was under the leadership of several chiefs,

e For eleven months the band
had been raiding 'successfully between the Congo
and the Lubianza on the left bank, They had then
undertaken to perform the same cruel work between
the Biyerre and Wane Kirunda. On looking at my
map I find. that the area described would be equal
to 34,570 square miles, just 2,000 square miles
greater than the island of Ireland, and is inhabited

captives in this fold, yet they have raided through
the length and breadth of a country larger than Ire-
land, bearing fire and spreading carnage with lead
and iron. Both banks of the river show that one
hundred and eighteen villages and forty-three dis-
tricts have been devastated, out of which is only
educed this scant profit of 2,300 females and chil-
dren, and 2,000 tusks of ivory. 8

Given that the one hundred and elghtecn v1llages
were peopled only by 1,000 each, we have slain
11,800 and only a profit of two per cent. By the
time all these captives have been subjected to the
accidents of the river voyage to Kirundaand My-
angwe, of camp life and its harsh miseries, to the
havoc of smallpox, and the pests which miseries
breed, there will only remain a scant one per cent.
upon the bloody venture.” ‘“What,” Stanley goes

. on to write, * was the cause of all this vast sacrifice

of human life? of all this unspeakable misery?
Nothing but the indulgence of an old Arab’s wolf-
ish, bloody, starved and ravenous instinct. He
wished to obtain slaves to barter profitably away to
other Arabs, 'and having weapons, guns, and gun-
powder enough, he placed them in the hands of 300






